
 

 

 

10th October 2017 

Curriculum evening at Hillview Nursery 

Learning through play is not just ‘play’ but an integrated combination of children’s interests, 

adult observation, child-adult interaction and thoughtful selection of resources that support 

learning. The child needs to be happy and feel secure to want to participate and explore their 

environment. The Nursery staff need to understand the way the child thinks; understand child 

development and the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum (EYFS). But children’s first 

teachers are you, the parents. Learning is not happening just at Nursery but all the time.  

The Three main areas that form the foundation of your child’s development. 

Prime Areas 

1. Personal, social, emotional Development – How your child interacts with others 

around them.  

 Making relationship 

 Self-confidence and self-awareness  

 Managing feelings and behaviour.  

When children explore the environment, trust  adults and start feeling like they are part of 

the group, they are open to learning. Understanding that there are boundaries, gives them 

a sense of security that they accepted for who they are. They can develop friendships 

because they accept others for who they are.  

2. Communisation and language.  

 Listening and attention 

  Understanding  

 Speaking 

Developing language forms the base for learning, leading into reading and writing. Learning to 

listen to the sounds and interpret what they mean leads to hearing the diference between letter 

sounds such as B and D. Also, learning to speak in full sentences leads to a good foundation 

for being able to write in sentences later in Reception.  

What you could do to help your child.  

Listen to the different sounds in the environment, ask your child what they can hear and if they 

can repeat the sound.  

Encourage your child to give answers in full sentences, and if they give one word answers 

then say ‘So you would like jam on your toast?’ 

 



 

 

3. Physical Development  

 Moving and Handing 

 Health and Self Care 

Learning control of large muscle groups for moving around the environment safely as well as 

small muscle groups, which mostly focuses on their hands. Understanding what helps keep us 

healthy. Washing hands independently, what are good foods to eat, how to use tools and 

being able to dress ourselves leads to strong life skill and life habits. 

For this age group, hands are still developing and need to grow in strength, flexibility while 

developing hand-eye coordination. Therefore, playing with blocks, making arts and crafts and 

drawing are highly important activities that lead to letter formation and writing. 

Specific Areas of Learning 

4. Literacy  

 Reading  

 Writing 

Reading –It’s so important to read to stories to your child. Reading will support your child’s 

language and imagination. 

Writing – When your child has made marks, ask them to talk to you about their picture. Writing 

is putting thoughts on paper and drawing is the same concept for children at this stage. 

5. Maths  

 Numbers 

 Shape, Space and Measure 

Counting steps, collecting apples from the counter, how many jumps, how many leaves have 

you collected?  

Look at the numbers in the environment, on the buses, at the shops. 

What is important is not just the number names and the order, but your child understands that 

numbers identify each object in the group. 

6. Understanding the world  

 People and communities, 

 The Word and Technology 

Developing the understating and acceptance of the similarities and differences of families in 

our community, in the way we live, what we eat and the religious festivals we celebrate. 

Exploring the world we live in both man made and nature. This also includes the fast changing 

technical world that is used in all parts of our lives.  

Planting, celebrating festivals, what we do at work or do during our day.  



When you go on walks with your child talk about the world around you. 

Look at the machinery in our homes, how does the washing machine work ? 

7. Expressive Arts and Design  

 Exploring Materials and Media 

 Being Imaginative 

This is exploring not just music but sounds and dance, art but construction with different 

materials, pretending but exploring how our world works through actions and movement in 

different expressions.  

This development supports all the areas of development stated above.  

If you wish to find the documents for our curriculum, follow the links below: 

EYFS Development Matters (the EYFS Curriculum) 

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Development-Matters-FINAL-PRINT-
AMENDED.pdf 
 
Letters and sounds 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_
and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf 
 
https://www.bing.com/search?q=parent+guide+to+eyfs&src=IE-
SearchBox&FORM=IESR4N&adlt=strict 
 
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2015/03/what-to-expect-when-a-parents-guide/ 
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