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Inspection of a good school: Hillview 
Nursery School 
2 Grange Road, South Harrow HA2 0LW 

 
  
Inspection dates: 30 October 2019 
 

Outcome 
 
Hillview Nursery School continues to be a good school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Children love coming to this happy nursery school. They settle in quickly and enjoy 
playing with their friends. They take part in lots of exciting activities indoors and outside. 
Children are proud of all the things they can do independently. For example, during a 
cooking activity, one child said excitedly: ‘I’ve done it; I’ve done it!’  
 
Staff are kind to the children. They know children well and organise activities carefully. 
They teach children lots of songs and rhymes. As a result, children are doing more and 
learning more about the world.  
 
Expectations for children’s learning are high here. Children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND) are fully included. Staff are especially skilled at supporting 
children with the most complex needs. All the children play happily together. 
 
Children behave really well. They take turns and they listen to staff. Any problems, 
including unkind behaviour, are quickly and calmly sorted out by staff.  
 
Staff work well with families and help them if they are concerned about their children. 
One parent and carer said: ‘I’ve seen a lot of progress with my child’s language. I can talk 
to the staff and they listen.’ This view was typical of the parents we spoke to.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Children achieve well at Hillview Nursery School. Staff plan activities carefully and review 
these activities to respond to children’s interests. Children with SEND receive excellent 
support.  
 
Leaders and staff know what they want the children to learn and understand. Their 
expectations are ambitious, including for the two-year-old children. They plan learning so 
that children build on what they already know and can do. For instance, children benefit 
from well-chosen activities to promote their physical development. Children start to use 
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tweezers by holding them with both hands. They then practise using tweezers to pick up 
small objects from a tray. Outside, staff encourage children to run fast and pedal trikes up 
the slope. This helps them to get fitter and stronger.  
 
Many children are at the early stages of speaking English as an additional language. 
Planning across all areas of learning sets out clearly which words children should hear and 
use. Staff talk to children as they play, so that they hear new words. They teach children 
lots of songs and nursery rhymes. Sometimes, however, planning does not identify clearly 
when children will practise important words outside of story and singing times. Children 
do not receive enough support to start speaking in short sentences. 
 
Reading is a priority. Staff read simple stories to children, like ‘Brown bear, brown bear, 
what do you see?’. Children love sharing books in their delightful reading den, which is lit 
up with fairy lights. Staff teach children how to listen carefully. For example, the children 
learn how to notice the different sounds musical instruments make. This prepares children 
well for learning phonics in Reception.  
 
In mathematics, staff plan activities which help children to learn about counting and 
shapes. Children love throwing the big dice outside and counting the spots. Adults 
encourage children to use a variety of resources to write numbers. Occasionally, adults 
move children on before they understand an important concept. For example, they 
introduce large numbers before checking that children can count a smaller set of objects 
accurately. 
 
Children learn about different cultures and faiths in ways that make sense to them. We 
saw them learning about the festival of Diwali, and enjoying a lovely Diwali party. 
 
Children behave well. Staff support children to follow routines and maintain their 
concentration. This helps children to learn well.  
 
Staff work well as a team. They appreciate the way that the acting headteacher manages 
their workload. 
 
Governors know the school well. They have supported leaders while the permanent 
headteacher is on maternity leave. This has helped the school to maintain a good quality 
of education. However, the acting headteacher is responsible for nearly all of the 
leadership. This is holding back further developments in the provision for communication 
and mathematics.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Staff know children and their families very well. They know how important children’s 
welfare and safety is. They have taken part in accredited training about safeguarding.  
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Staff follow a clear system to raise any concerns they might have about children. Leaders 
respond promptly. When necessary, leaders work effectively with other agencies to keep 
children safe.  
 
Parents take part in a wide range of workshops to find out more about keeping their 
children safe. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
◼ Leaders know what aspects of the school could be even better. Governors should 

strengthen the senior leadership team so that it has the capacity to secure further 
improvements in mathematics and early communication.  

◼ When leaders review aspects of mathematics, they need to consider precisely what 
they want children to know and the order in which this will be taught. Leaders need to 
help staff to plan precisely. Staff need to know how to check children’s understanding 
systematically and identify any misconceptions they might have. This will ensure that 
gaps in children’s knowledge do not arise. 

◼ Staff need to build on the effective ways that they teach communication skills through 
singing and story times, during other parts of the nursery day. It is important that 
children get as many opportunities as possible to speak. Leaders should ensure that all 
children, including those who are at the early stages of speaking English as an 
additional language, learn to speak confidently and fluently, using the new vocabulary 
they are hearing. This will give them a strong foundation for their future learning, 
particularly in reading.  

 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good we will then normally go into the school about 
once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a section 8 
inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give graded 
judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the school 
could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next 
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date 
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or 
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection 
immediately. 
 
This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged Hillview Nursery School to be 
good on 12 September 2012. 
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How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 133668 

Local authority Harrow 

Inspection number 10110479 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 5 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 62 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Claudia Calogero 

Headteacher Jackie Halpin 

Website www.hillviewnurseryschool.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 15 March 2016 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ This is a smaller-than-average sized nursery school. Most children attend on a part- 

time basis, either mornings or afternoons.  

◼ The school has an acting headteacher while the current headteacher is on maternity 
leave. 

◼ The school has provision for two-year-olds.  

◼ The school has additionally resourced provision for 12 children with SEND, who are 
referred by the local authority. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
◼ We met with the headteacher, staff, two members of the governing body and the 

school’s improvement adviser. 

◼ We spent most of our time observing children’s learning inside and outdoors, as well as 
at lunchtime. We looked closely at the provision for physical development, reading and 
mathematics. This involved discussions with leaders, visits to nursery sessions, looking 
at examples of children’s work and discussions with staff.  

http://www.hillviewnurseryschool.co.uk/
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◼ We spoke to parents and staff about the school’s work to keep children safe. Records 
and documentation were considered, along with the school’s single central record. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Julian Grenier, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Kanwaljit Singh Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates:  

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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